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Introduction 
Ouessant Sheep Society 
 
The wonderful Ouessant sheep is a rare breed 
of heritage sheep originally from the island of 
Ouessant in Brittany.  Ouessants are renowned 
for their character, their hardiness and for their 
status as the smallest naturally occurring breed 
of sheep in the world. 
The OSS was formed by a group of like minded 
breeders and enthusiasts in February 2005 and 
has since grown to include over 100 flocks 
across the UK.  The Society exists to protect, 
promote and improve the Ouessant breed, 
providing members with information and advice 
on the care and welfare of Ouessants, and 
representing the interests of owners and their 
sheep in the UK and abroad. 
 

The Breed 
The Isle of Ouessant, off the coast of Brittany, is swept by the full force of Atlantic weather, and 
its hardy sheep adapted to survive in all weathers on poor grazing. As a result, the Ouessant is 
the smallest recognised breed of sheep in the world, with a ram’s shoulder height up to 49cm and 
a ewe’s up to 46cm (around 18 inches).  The sheep are intelligent, inquisitive, gentle and full of 
character and their highly prized wool may be black, brown or white, with some variation of these 
basic colours. 
Some suggest that the breed was introduced to the island by the Vikings and it was found only 
on Ouessant until the 19th Century.  The inhabitants raised the sheep for wool, from which they 
wove their traditional, dark-coloured clothes, and for the highly prized, sweet-tasting meat that 
results from grazing on salt meadows beside the sea. 
Ouessant sheep are black, brown or white and have a thick fleece of long wool with a dense 
undercoat. The fleece is of high quality and can be hand spun, felted or used for weaving. The 
unique mix of natural colours makes the wool particularly desirable. 
Rams carry impressive, outward turning horns; the ewes do not have horns. Tails are naturally 
short and are not docked. The breed almost disappeared at the start of the 20th century but was 
rescued from extinction first in France, and is now bred in several countries in Europe. It was 
brought to the UK in the early 2000’s and remains on the EU and UK lists of ‘At Risk’ rare and 
heritage breeds. 
 
This guide to the breed standard  aims to  provide additional information about the breed  and 
explain some of the qualities of the breed. The breed standard itself describes the  main features 
which define the Ouessant sheep breed.  
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Characteristics of the Breed 
CONFORMATION 
These charming little sheep are claimed 
to be the smallest in the world, with the 
ram’s shoulder height up to 49cm and the 
ewes up to 46cm. Comparable 
measurements for the smallest British 
breed, the primitive Soay are 51-61cm for 
rams and 49-54 for ewes. Rams carry 
impressive, outward turning horns when 
mature, and the ewes do not have horns. 
Tails are naturally short and are not 
docked. Most Ouessant sheep are black 
or brown but white sheep do also occur.  
 
Sheep should have bright and lively eyes, slender well proportioned legs and a level top line 
from the withers to the base of the tail. The teeth should meet correctly and the jaw should be 
neither under or overshot. Hooves should be in good condition and not overgrown or badly 
broken.  

CHARACTERISTICS 
Ouessant sheep are intelligent, inquisitive and renowned for their character, hardiness and 
for their status as the smallest naturally occurring breed of sheep in the world. 
 
The Ouessant sheep is content with a small field surrounded 
by a fence and a shelter. In winter a small amount of hay is 
sufficient. The grass does not need to be lush pasture but 
care should be taken to ensure there is sufficient to allow for 
rotation of ground in order to rest the pasture and to manage 
the parasite burden. They are strong and hardy animals and 
rely on staying together as a flock to protect themselves from 
predators. They can be kept in small flocks of three to ten 
sheep but should never be kept on their own as they will 
become distressed. 

 
Ouessant sheep are not prolific breeders and rarely produce 
twins. They are good mothers to their single lambs and rarely 
require assistance during lambing. 

 
Generally Ouessant sheep are not a meat breed but are used for conservation and orchard 
grazing, for wool, as pets or occasionally kept by small zoos and attractions.  
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The Head 
STANDARD 
Fine and regular, the rams are horned;  the bridge of the nose and forehead should form a 
continuous line.  A slight bridge to the nose in the ram, flat or very slightly bridged in the ewe, 
not concave. 

WHAT IT MEANS 

 
The Ouessant has been described as ‘a 
handsome sheep’. The head should be well 
formed and in proportion to the body; it should not 
be too broad. The features are fine and distinct—
see below for their separate characteristics. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The muzzle lengthens in adulthood and should flow 
from the forehead, which should not be too broad or 
prominent. This is a two year old ewe and the muzzle 
will continue to lengthen until the ewe is fully mature. 

 
 

Rams should have a slight—but not 
excessive—’Roman Nose’. This profile 
should be very slight or flat in ewes. It 
should not be concave. 
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Ram  
Convex nose shown by dash lines 

Ewe 
Concave 
nose 
shown by 
dash lines 
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 The Head 
JAW  AND  TEETH 
Like all sheep, Ouessants have ‘cheek 
teeth’ (molars and pre-molars) at the rear of their 
mouth for chewing, and front teeth (incisors) on 
their lower jaw only, for cutting and tearing grass. 
A lamb is born with 8 milk teeth at the front.  A 
pair of milk teeth is replaced (approximately) 
every year, beginning with the pair in the middle.  
This allows the age of sheep to be assessed 
with some degree of accuracy in the first years 
of their life.  It is harder for older sheep, but 
missing teeth (a broken mouth) or no teeth (a 
‘gummer’) can indicate an older sheep. 

 
There is some evidence that Ouessants may lose 
their teeth more quickly than other breeds.  
Certainly some Ouessant bloodlines have a 
tendency towards an undershot jaw. This means 
that the front teeth do not press against the upper 
bony pad and may become loose and fall out 
prematurely.  A sheep with an undershot jaw will 
show its front teeth in a ‘permanent smile’ which 
may become apparent as a lamb’s face 
lengthens.  Both undershot and overshot jaws are 
faults, and should be selected against. Below are 
photos of good teeth and a good jawline on two 
different sheep. 
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Overshot jaw 

Undershot jaw 
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Eyes 
STANDARD 
Bright and lively look, a prominent orbit to the eye. 

WHAT IT MEANS 
As in humans, Ouessant eyes may be a variety of 
colours.  A prominent orbit means that the eye should 
stand out from the face, without being unduly ‘pop-
eyed’.  The eyes should be bright and not dull, watery 
or hazed over. 

 
 

Ears 
STANDARD 
Fine, small, short, mobile, rounded at the tip and have a tendency to be carried pricked. 

WHAT IT MEANS 
The ears must not be too large, and should be in 
proportion to the size of the head. They should 
not come to a sharp and angular point.  ‘Carried 
pricked’ does not mean upright or vertical, rather 
that the ear is carried close to the horizontal, 
pointing outwards and does not droop or hang 
down. 
Ouessants are prone to torn ears if tags are 
misapplied or become caught in fencing.  
Allowance should be made for injury when 
assessing against the standard. 
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Horns 
STANDARD 
Dark for the blacks and browns, light for the whites, triangular in section, strong, curled in a 
single spiral, of large amplitude, a good distance from the head. 

WHAT IT MEANS 
There is considerable variation in the size and shape of 
Ouessant rams’ horns.   
This reflects the origins of various populations of sheep, as 
the breed was rescued and reconstructed in the 1960s. The 
Vendée strain, and Ouessants found in the Jardin des Plants 
in Paris, had strong horns 
carried in an
impressive spiral away from 
the head. The horns of the 
Morbihan strain were smaller 
and grew in a tighter spiral. 

 
 

Because of this history, horns of both shapes are 
accepted in the Breed Standard. Tight horns are not 
a fault, but may score less highly in shows.  
Excessively straight horns, that do not display a clear 
spiral are not permitted, Otherwise the key criterion 
is the welfare of the sheep. Horns that are too close, 
or touching the head are a fault and should be 
selected against. The test is the ability to insert a 
hand between the horn and the sheep’s face. A flat 
hand held vertically is okay; the same hand fitting 
horizontally between the head and the horn is better! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Horn colour is also variable, but should follow the 
basic guidance of the Standard.  The horns of black 
sheep may not be as dark as the fleece.  White 
sheep have lighter horns but these may show some 
darker lines.  This is 
not a fault, but 
may score less 
highly in shows.  
 
Ewes are polled 

 (hornless).  The presence of small hornbuds, that are 
not prominent or boney, is normal in some ewes and 
is not considered a fault.
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Neck 
STANDARD 
Full and rounded, without dewlap.   Toggles or wattles are permitted but not desirable. 

WHAT IT MEANS 
 
 

The neck should not be scrawny, and must not 
have a dewlap which is a loose fold of skin 
hanging from the neck in some other sheep 
breeds. There is no evidence of any Ouessant 
sheep in the UK with dewlaps currently. 

 
 
 
 

 

Wattles are fleshy protrusions either side of the 
neck, that serve no known biological function, yet 
are found in a number of breeds of sheep, goats 
and pigs. Genetic evidence suggests that they 
were not present in the original Ouessant breed. 
Wattles are not permitted in the French Breed 
Standard.  They are about to be excluded from the 
Belgian Standard after a ten-year transition period. 
They are included in the standards of Holland, 
Germany and Switzerland with a similar proviso 
that they are permitted but not desirable. 
 
 

A survey in 2016 found that around a quarter of UK Ouessants had wattles, and that they 
were present in a majority of UK flocks. The Society introduced compulsory recording of 
wattles at birth in 2020, and changed the Breed Standard to the above description of 
‘permitted but not desirable’.  The Society endorsed that position in 2022, noting the animal 
welfare issues (many wattles are cut off during shearing) and the European initiative for a 
common breed standard that includes a description of a traditional Ouessant sheep.
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Back 
STANDARD 
A level top line from the withers to the base of the tail. 

WHAT IT MEANS 

 
The withers are the highest point of a sheep’s 
back, the bony ridge behind the neck and 
between the shoulders, where height is 
measured.  In Ouessants, the withers should not 
be prominent, so that the back of the animal is 
flat.  The top line should not be ‘saddle-back’ 
(dipped), or humpback. 
 
 
 

The hindquarters should be level with the top line (a 
common fault is a prominent rump).  Viewed from the 
side a Ouessant should be rectangular, with top and 
bottom lines parallel to the ground. 

 

Rump 
STANDARD 
Wide. 

WHAT IT MEANS 
As with the chest of the sheep, the rump should be broad and in proportion and should be 
level rather than sloping upwards.  
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Ewe showing high and dipped 
back by dash lines 

Ewe with a high rump 
Back view of bad rump Back view of good rump 
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Tail 
STANDARD 
Short, above the hocks. 

WHAT IT MEANS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The short tail is a key characteristic of the Ouessant 
breed. It must be thin and short, ending above the 
hocks. (Studies in France have suggested that the 
tail should be less than half of the sheep’s height at 
the withers, but that over complicates things).  
Other studies suggest that there is more wool on 
the tail of white Ouessants (or the coloured 
descendants of white Ouessants). The amount of 
wool is not critical but the length and the shape of 
the tail is. 
 
 

 
 

 
The Ouessant tail is thin, it should not be fluke-shaped (triangular) like the tails of Nordic sheep 
breeds.  A fluke shaped tail may be evidence of cross breeding. 
 
There is no need to dock the tail of Ouessant sheep; sheep with docked tails may not be 
registered in the UK flock book. 

Figure 1 This ewe was dagged prior to 
lambing which is why the fleece is 
cropped short around the tail. 
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Left – long tail  
 
Right - fluke tail 



 

© OSS 2023  
  

Legs 
STANDARD 
Slender, of medium length, well proportioned, good pasterns. Hooves dark for the black 
and browns, light or dark for the whites 

WHAT IT MEANS 
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The drawings above show the rear view of the legs of sheep. The left drawing is the correct 
confirmation you are looking for in your sheep, straight legs of nice proportion to the body. 
The centre drawing shows bow-legged or out turned hocks, also bad conformation and not 
what you want when looking at your sheep’s legs from the rear. To the right shows an 
example of cow-hocked legs where the legs go in at the hock.  

These drawings of hooves show the 
underside view of a sheep’s foot. The first 
drawing on the left is of a correct hoof and 
what you want to see, evenly sized toes 
nicely shaped and close together. The centre 
drawing is a crooked shaped hoof, which may 
require attention to straighten. To the right 
shows the toes too far apart, the gap is too 
large.  
If you are concerned that your sheep may 
have a problem with their hooves please 
seek expert advice before trimming. 

These drawings show normal, too low 
and too high pasterns in the leg. To 
the left is a normal pastern angle, 
correct conformation. The middle and 
the right drawing show too low and too 
high an angle. Bad conformation can 
cause health issues as the sheep 
ages.  
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Legs continued 
STANDARD 
Slender, of medium length, well proportioned, good pasterns. Hooves dark for the black and 
browns, light or dark for the whites 

WHAT IT MEANS 

As you can see from the drawings above there are s ide v iews of pasterns  
(top drawings) and front v iews of front legs (bottom drawings). 
With the pasterns you want a nice straight l ine from back of rump/tai l  to 
cont inue down the back of the pasterns. This is  shown in the f i rs t  drawing(top 
row to left  - A) the fol lowing drawings show incorrect pastern posi t ions, sick le-
hocked - too far in front of  the l ine (B)  and post-legged - too straight  
underneath the sheep (C).  
The front v iew drawings show the di f ference of legs looking at the knee and 
hoof angles. From left  to r ight you have the correct s traight legs, s traight knee 
and forward fac ing hooves (D). The next drawing shows pigeon-toed (too  
turned in at the knee causing the hooves to point inwards (E). You then have 
a knock-knee drawing (too in at the knee causing the hoof to point outwards 
(F),  The last drawing shows splay-footed (straighter at the knee but s t i l l  too 
angled out at the hoof – (G). 
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WHAT IT MEANS 
 
 
 
Height is measured at the 
withers (the bony ridge behind 
the neck and between the 
shoulders, that should be the 
highest point of a sheep’s 
back) using either a specially 
constructed frame or a 
measuring stick. 
 
 

 
The easiest time to measure this is soon after the sheep have been shorn. Pick a level solid 
surface (a path next to a wall reduces the amount of movement your sheep can make. Wait 
for your sheep to settle and ensure that their feet are evenly placed and that they are 
standing squarely. Measuring your sheep at one, two and three years of age will give you 
a good idea of their growth curve and when they have reached their final height at around 
3 years. 

 
 

The size of the Ouessant is its 
defining characteristic. Well fed and 
well cared for Ouessants in the UK 
have had a tendency to become 
larger.  The height limits in the breed 
standard are absolute and sheep that 
grow too tall must be deregistered 
and should be 
selected against.  The Standard does not set a minimum height, but the Society notes with 
concern that breeding for small size in some parts of Europe has led to excessively small 
Ouessants and associated health problems.  The Society therefore publishes optimum height 
ranges for rams and ewes at 1 and 3 years, to allow members to better judge the correct and 
healthy heights for their sheep. 

OPTIMUM HEIGHT GUIDANCE 
 

Adult Ram 42-48cm Yearling Ram 40-46cm 
Adult Ewe 40-45cm  Yearling Ewe 38-44cm 

Height 
STANDARD 
Adult Ram Maximum 49cm  

Adult Ewe Maximum 46cm 
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COLOUR 
 

 
 

STANDARD 
Solid uniform colours are black, brown and white.  In each colour a range of variation is 
allowed: 

- in whites: a red base to a white fleece giving a light reddish aspect appearing mostly 
on the head, legs or the tail is acceptable. 
- in white lambs: red or tan marks on the neck, legs and tail, sometimes covering 
the body are acceptable; marks usually diminish with age, but do not always 
disappear completely. 
- black lambs may be lightly marked with white on the forehead (poll spot); 
marks usually diminish with age. 
- colour changes due to bleaching, genetic dilution (fading) and age-greying 
are acceptable.
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Colour 
As an unimproved breed of primitive sheep, there is more variation in the colour of 
Ouessants than in commercial breeds. The Breed Standard is concerned only with the 
phenotype of the sheep—what it looks like.  The phenotype is determined by the sheep’s 
genetic makeup (its genotype) and by environmental factors. The genetic basis of colour 
is discussed elsewhere on the Society website. The three standard colours are described 
below and permitted variations on the next page 

 
 

 

BLACK 
The ‘traditional’ colour of Ouessants. Although the fleece 
may be lightened by genetic factors or age, or bleached in 
the sun, the face and legs of the sheep tend to remain darker. 
A lamb and a newly-shorn sheep will also appear darker. 

 
 
 

 

 
BROWN 
Brown lambs, sometimes referred to as ‘caramel’ are 
generally born considerably darker than adults. As with 
black sheep, their fleece may lighten with age, exposure to 
the sun and other factors. 

 
 
 

 

WHITE 
A white sheep is in fact one that does not display black or 
brown pigmentation, but it may show signs of a tan (reddish 
brown) colour. Commercial ‘improved’ sheep have 
undergone intense selection for white wool. Ouessants have 
not faced that selection and consequently many white lambs 
will show some colouration (see Page 19). The pigmentation 
fades over time to produce a white fleece in the adult, but 
residual traces, a light reddish tan or a rich cream colour, 
may be seen on the legs, head and tail of some sheep, in the 
‘mane’, or collar of rams, or when the sheep is shorn. The 
display of tan pigmentation is very variable, but quite normal, 
and is not considered a fault. 

Page 18 



 

© OSS 2023  
  

 

 
 

Colour 
The principal causes of colour modification are discussed below. It should be 
remembered that these factors can combine, further complicating the range of colours 
that Ouessants display. 

 
 

BLEACHING 
The fleece of some coloured (black and brown) sheep will 
be bleached by the sun and appear much lighter than the 
sheep’s base colour. The darker, base colour usually 
continues to be displayed on the head and legs and will 
become apparent again after shearing. Some black sheep 
are less susceptible to this factor and are described as 
having a ‘strong black’ fleece. 

 
 

AGE GREYING 
The name is confusing. Age greying may start to appear in 
sheep as young as a year old and develop progressively to be 
extensive in 4 year old animals. Close examination of the 
fleece reveals white hairs intermingled with those showing the 
base colour. The distribution of the white hairs can vary 
between sheep and with age from affecting just the flanks and 
perhaps the area over the shoulders to development 
throughout the fleece giving a more uniform colouration. 
Brown sheep may also display age greying, although the 
change tends to be more subtle. 

 
  
 

DILUTION 
The dilution gene affects the base colour in black and brown 
sheep and can significantly lighten it. In browns the effect is 
more subtle, resulting in adults that are more honey coloured 
than caramel brown. In blacks, lambs may subtly display a 
little grey around the muzzle, before developing into a 
uniformly grey fleece over time. This may, outwardly, appear 
similar to a sheep displaying age greying (see above). The 
difference is that a diluted grey fleece is made up of fibres 
that are uniformly grey in colour.  Age greying is clearly white 
hairs interspersed through an otherwise coloured fleece.
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Colour 
The Standard highlights acceptable markings in lambs that usually, but not invariably, 
disappear with age. These are not regarded as faults. Other spotting is a fault. 

 
 

WHITE LAMBS 

Ouessant lambs can display a surprisingly wide range of tan colouration at birth. This 
completely natural and normal display is produced by a different pigment to the one that 
produces the black or brown base colour of the sheep. 
The amount and pattern of tan pigment displayed by a lamb is variable, ranging from almost 
none to covering the whole body. The shade or hue of the pigment can also be very 
variable. Although a tan, or even a fox-red colour is common in Ouessants, other colours 
are found, ranging from dove grey to blackish brown and from a buttery cream to bright 
orange. 
The pigment usually fades with age, leaving a light reddish tan base colour in adults, but 
does not always do so. 

 
 

POLL SPOTS 
Black or brown lambs may have a white spot on top of their 
head or poll. This can be limited to a few white hairs or extend 
to a larger spot. The spot should not spread to anywhere else 
on the body.  Extensive white spotting in a b l a c k  o r  
b r o w n  lamb is likely to result in adult that is considered 
mismarked (see below). Poll spots generally reduce in size 
as the lamb grows to become barely discernible in the adult. 
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OTHER SPOTTING 
White lambs, as explained above, are often born 
with tan patches of varying degree which fade with 
age, but a black or brown lamb should be born with 
no spots or patches of any other colour on their 
body. A small poll spot on top of the lamb’s head is 
acceptable and this will usually fade with age, but 
any other colouring on any other part of the body is 
not permitted and is seen as a fault. These do not 
fade with age and the lamb is not a single solid 
colour. 
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Fleece 
STANDARD 
Present on the forehead, and partly on the cheeks. Covering all the body, descending at 
least to the knees and just to the hocks. 
Fleece of primitive type, semi-closed, and well-packed, a staple of 8 -10cms for 12 months 
growth.  Average thickness 25-28 microns. Rams may develop a collar or mane of longer 
coarser hair on the throat and nape of neck, which may be darker than fleece. 

WHAT IT MEANS 
Ouessants may be black, brown or white, with some 
variation of these basic colours and have a thick 
fleece of long wool with a dense undercoat.  
The base colour of Ouessant sheep, like many 
breeds, is black or brown.  The base colour is 
controlled genetically; black is dominant to brown.  A 
second gene pair controls which fibres in the fleece 
express the base colour (black or brown) and which 
fibres remain white.  So a white sheep is one where 
the expression of the base colour has been 
suppressed, and the fleece appears white. 
 
A white Ouessant can often have a reddish or tan cast 
to the fleece, particularly on the legs, tail and around 
the head and neck.  This is often apparent in lambs but 
fades and becomes less noticeable with age.   
 
Black lambs may be born with a white patch or spot on 
the head; this too will disappear as the sheep ages and 
the wool colour of black and brown sheep also changes 
with age.  Black fleeces often develop a brown cast, 
while the shorter hair on the face and legs remains 
black.  The longer wool on a brown sheep can also 
fade to a golden caramel colour in sunlight. 
 
Some Ouessant bloodlines display age-related greying, 
which produces a “salt & pepper” effect in the fleece, where white fibres grow in over 
time.  This is linked to ageing but can appear in sheep as young as 18 to 24 months.  Some 
black and brown sheep also carry a colour-modifying gene that produces a gradual fading of 
the base colour of the fleece: a black fleece fades to grey and a morrit (moorit) brown fleece 
fades to light brown.  Additionally, Agouti grey, a fleece colour variation, which is also 
referred to as ‘Agouti’ or ‘Schimmel’, has been introduced to some continental flocks, but this 
colour pattern is not recognised in either the UK or in France.

Page 21 



 

© OSS 2023  
  

SH
EEP G

ESTATIO
N

 TABLE 
B

ASED
 O

N
 147

 D
A

Y G
ESTA

TIO
N

 PERIO
D 

Page 22 



 

© OSS 2023  
  

NOTES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Page 23 



 

© OSS 2023  
  

NOTES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Page 24 



 

© OSS 2023  
  

NOTES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Page 25 



 

© OSS 2023  
  

NOTES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Page 26 



 

© OSS 2023  
  

NOTES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Page 27 



 

© OSS 2023  
  

 
 
THE OUESSANT SHEEP SOCIETY MEMBER’S GROUP ON FACEBOOK: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3483197205061412  
 
Or Scan here:  
 
 
 
 
 
THE OUESSANT SHEEP SOCIETY ON INSTAGRAM: 
 
https://instagram.com/theouessantsheepsociety?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=  
 
Or Scan here:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
Registered Charity No: 1195176 
www.ouessantsheep.org.uk   
info@ouessantsheep.org.uk 
   

Ouessant Sheep Society Or Scan here:
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With grateful thanks to all the members who allowed photos of their 
animals to be included, these include Susan Hughes, Val Grainger,  Jo 
Fulham, Nina Dowler, Dawn Hill and Coral Handley.  
The Society has a full list of owners and photo credits. 
The Society would also like to thank Michelle Mcillmurray for drawing 
the artwork included in the guide.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3483197205061412
https://instagram.com/theouessantsheepsociety?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=
http://www.ouessantsheep.org.uk/
mailto:info@ouessantsheep.org.uk

	Ouessant Sheep Society
	Table of Contents
	Introduction
	Ouessant Sheep Society
	The Breed

	Characteristics of the Breed
	CONFORMATION
	CHARACTERISTICS

	The Head
	STANDARD
	WHAT IT MEANS
	JAW  AND  TEETH

	Eyes
	STANDARD
	WHAT IT MEANS
	As in humans, Ouessant eyes may be a variety of colours.  A prominent orbit means that the eye should stand out from the face, without being unduly ‘pop-eyed’.  The eyes should be bright and not dull, watery or hazed over.

	Ears
	STANDARD
	WHAT IT MEANS

	Horns
	STANDARD
	WHAT IT MEANS

	Neck
	STANDARD
	WHAT IT MEANS

	Back
	STANDARD
	WHAT IT MEANS

	Rump
	STANDARD
	WHAT IT MEANS
	STANDARD
	WHAT IT MEANS
	STANDARD
	WHAT IT MEANS
	STANDARD
	WHAT IT MEANS
	As you can see from the drawings above there are side views of pasterns  (top drawings) and front views of front legs (bottom drawings).
	With the pasterns you want a nice straight line from back of rump/tail to continue down the back of the pasterns. This is shown in the first drawing(top row to left - A) the following drawings show incorrect pastern positions, sickle-hocked - too far ...
	The front view drawings show the difference of legs looking at the knee and hoof angles. From left to right you have the correct straight legs, straight knee and forward facing hooves (D). The next drawing shows pigeon-toed (too turned in at the knee ...
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	Colour
	As an unimproved breed of primitive sheep, there is more variation in the colour of Ouessants than in commercial breeds. The Breed Standard is concerned only with the phenotype of the sheep—what it looks like.  The phenotype is determined by the sheep...
	BLACK
	The ‘traditional’ colour of Ouessants. Although the fleece may be lightened by genetic factors or age, or bleached in the sun, the face and legs of the sheep tend to remain darker. A lamb and a newly-shorn sheep will also appear darker.
	BROWN
	Brown lambs, sometimes referred to as ‘caramel’ are generally born considerably darker than adults. As with black sheep, their fleece may lighten with age, exposure to the sun and other factors.
	WHITE
	A white sheep is in fact one that does not display black or brown pigmentation, but it may show signs of a tan (reddish brown) colour. Commercial ‘improved’ sheep have undergone intense selection for white wool. Ouessants have not faced that selection...
	The principal causes of colour modification are discussed below. It should be remembered that these factors can combine, further complicating the range of colours that Ouessants display.
	BLEACHING
	The fleece of some coloured (black and brown) sheep will be bleached by the sun and appear much lighter than the sheep’s base colour. The darker, base colour usually continues to be displayed on the head and legs and will become apparent again after s...
	AGE GREYING
	The name is confusing. Age greying may start to appear in sheep as young as a year old and develop progressively to be extensive in 4 year old animals. Close examination of the fleece reveals white hairs intermingled with those showing the base colour...
	Brown sheep may also display age greying, although the change tends to be more subtle.
	DILUTION
	The dilution gene affects the base colour in black and brown sheep and can significantly lighten it. In browns the effect is more subtle, resulting in adults that are more honey coloured than caramel brown. In blacks, lambs may subtly display a little...
	The Standard highlights acceptable markings in lambs that usually, but not invariably, disappear with age. These are not regarded as faults. Other spotting is a fault.
	WHITE LAMBS
	Ouessant lambs can display a surprisingly wide range of tan colouration at birth. This completely natural and normal display is produced by a different pigment to the one that produces the black or brown base colour of the sheep.
	The amount and pattern of tan pigment displayed by a lamb is variable, ranging from almost none to covering the whole body. The shade or hue of the pigment can also be very variable. Although a tan, or even a fox-red colour is common in Ouessants, oth...
	The pigment usually fades with age, leaving a light reddish tan base colour in adults, but does not always do so.
	POLL SPOTS
	Black or brown lambs may have a white spot on top of their head or poll. This can be limited to a few white hairs or extend to a larger spot. The spot should not spread to anywhere else on the body.  Extensive white spotting in a black or brown lamb i...

	OTHER SPOTTING
	White lambs, as explained above, are often born with tan patches of varying degree which fade with age, but a black or brown lamb should be born with no spots or patches of any other colour on their body. A small poll spot on top of the lamb’s head is...
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	WHAT IT MEANS
	Ouessants may be black, brown or white, with some variation of these basic colours and have a thick fleece of long wool with a dense undercoat.
	The base colour of Ouessant sheep, like many breeds, is black or brown.  The base colour is controlled genetically; black is dominant to brown.  A second gene pair controls which fibres in the fleece express the base colour (black or brown) and which ...
	www.ouessantsheep.org.uk   info@ouessantsheep.org.uk


