Buyers Guide

Quite often the Society receives enquiries from those new to the breed who are looking to source
sheep, so we have put together this guide which we hope will answer a few frequently asked
guestions and advise you as to what you should be looking for when purchasing stock, as well as
what you should expect from the seller.

0SS Membership

Membership of the Ouessant sheep society really is the best starting point giving members access to
a number of benefits and resources. Membership allows to you check stock in the flock book prior to
purchase and gives you access to the Members’ Facebook group.

Membership of the OSS is not just for those who intend to breed, in fact we have many members
who simply enjoy Ouessants as pets. If you do not intend on breeding or are not set up to do so,
then Associate membership is the ideal option.

https://ouessantsheep.org.uk/join-the-society/

Getting Started

So, you have decided to join the wonderful world of Ouessant Sheep and have considered your main
reasons for keeping them. Whether it be hobby breeding, fleece providers, therapy pets, garden
mowers, conservation grazers, companion animals or treasured pets, this will determine the type of
stock best suited to you.

Ewes make good pets and give you the opportunity to experience the lambing process and to
increase your flock. Older ewes or nonbreeding ewes are also an option if you are not intending to
breed.

Wethers (castrated males) are low maintenance and generally easy going, unaffected by hormone
driven behaviour and having better fleece so if fibre production is your aim they are a good choice
and more readily available than ewes.

Entire Rams, on the other hand, though obviously an essential part of any breeding program do not
make good pets and their behaviour during breeding season makes them unpredictable and
potentially dangerous. Despite their small stature Ouessant rams pack a dangerous punch. Keeping
one ram with a wether or two for companions is an option if you wish to breed but having a group of
rams together within sight or smelling range of ewes in oestrus will lead to barging and head butting
and subsequent injury or even fatality as well as damage to fencing or shelters. Ram fighting though
a natural behaviour can be an alarming and distressing sight.
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Sourcing the Right Stock

Once you are ready to start the Ouessant journey and know what is best suited to your sheep aims
and requirements then we would advise that you look at sourcing stock as early as possible. Quite
often demand for Ouessant sheep out-strips supply, particularly when it comes to ewes, and
depending on your location you may have to travel far and wide.

We would recommend contacting and visiting breeders of registered stock local to you and if
possible, ask to go on their waiting lists, most breeders should be happy to do this.

The 0SS has a network of regional representatives around the country on hand to assist with
sourcing stock, so they are a good starting point. Contact details for each regional representative can
be found on the society website.

https://ouessantsheep.org.uk/regional-representatives/

Also, on the society website, we have the marketplace section where members can advertise
registered stock for sale, post wanted ads and give details of OSS registered breeding rams that are
available for hire.

https://ouessantsheep.org.uk/classifieds/

We would strongly suggest that prior to viewing stock, you familiarise yourself with the breed
standard for Ouessant sheep which is available on the society website. Upon joining the society
members receive a welcome pack including a copy of the Notes on the Breed Standard booklet
which is an excellent resource and essential reference when purchasing sheep as it explains the finer
points of the breed standard in detailed notes further supported by photos and drawings.

Given that the most defining breed characteristic of Ouessant sheep is their small size, the breed
standard recognises a maximum height, and this is especially important when purchasing older
stock, in particular rams. Do not be afraid to ask for animals to be measured to ensure they meet the
breed standard; it should be noted that Ouessant are not considered to be fully grown until three
years of age however most of the growing is achieved by the age of two.

The breed standard recognises Ouessant in white, black, and brown with a dilute, also known as
faded, version in the latter two. No other colour or pattern is recognised by the Ouessant Sheep
Society and any claims of rare or unusual coloured stock for sale should be avoided. Whilst the
standard white and brown, sometimes described as caramel colours are less common, black being
traditionally predominant in the breed, none should be considered as rarer or more valuable.

https://ouessantsheep.org.uk/breed-standard/

Lamb Sales

The OSS recommends that lambs should be an absolute minimum of 12 weeks old before being
separated from their dams if they are to be sold. Ideally around 16 weeks would be considered best
practice for the welfare of the ewe and her lamb/s.

Does registration matter?

Yes, it does! When purchasing registered stock, you will receive a registration certificate which gives
you the pedigree and provenance of the animal which allows you to make educated breeding
decisions moving forward and providing an accurate record of the animal’s lineage and progeny.
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When selling registered stock, OSS members are bound by a code of conduct which can be found on
the OSS website. Members must be honest in describing the stock which they have for sale and
provide the OSS registration number of the animal as well as other relevant information. OSS
Members should adhere to the breed standard in their breeding practice and only register stock that
conforms to the breed standard of the OSS.

The Ouessant sheep society holds the official flock book for the Ouessant breed in the UK and is
Defra recognised. All registered and birth notified stock have a registration number and are
recorded in the flock book. To allow for breeding stock selection, previously birth notified animals
may be registered up to the age of three. Though rams may be registered at any stage, the society
discourages members from breeding from rams before their quality can be assessed. Birth notified
breeding stock are eligible for full registration if they meet the UK breed standard.

When purchasing stock buyers should be aware only stock registered with the OSS should be
considered as fully registered and registration certificates should feature the OSS logo.

Please be aware homemade certificates or those issued by parties other than the OSS should not be
considered as official registration certificates and therefore it is likely that the animal is not
registered.

It should also be noted that while there are numbers of unregistered animals within the UK, any
claims that these animals can be registered by the OSS or enter a grading up annex should be
considered to be misleading and inaccurate.

Price

Price is often a tricky subject, as a rough guide for breed standard registered stock you should expect
to pay £300-400 for ewe lambs, shearling ewes and proven breeding ewes, £80-100 for wether
lambs and around £150-180 for ram lambs.

Mature proven rams may be £200-400; however, prices can vary depending on availability, location
and lineage.

It should be noted that when purchasing lambs, despite the breeder’s best efforts they may not be
suitable for breeding when mature.

The prices quoted are a guide price for registered stock, actual prices may be slightly higher or
lower, depending on availability and pedigree among other factors, however we would strongly
advise that you do not pay premium registered prices for unregistered stock or nonstandard stock.

Making the Purchase

Once lambs are born, the breeder may ask for a small deposit to reserve them, we would strongly
advise that you do not make any form of payment until lambs have been born.

We would recommend you obtain a record or receipt for any deposit or payment paid, which should
also, where possible contain the ear tag and OSS numbers of animals purchased. Upon collection the
seller should issue you with the original registration certificate and commit to complete the transfer
of ownership in the flock book which is their responsibility alone.

Once the transfer of ownership has happened you will be issued with a new registration certificate,
via email in your name. If you are unsure of the authenticity of the Registration certificate, please
contact the Society Secretary. secretary@ouessantsheep.org.uk
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Do not purchase stock on the understanding that it will be registered at a later date, although
owners are able to register stock, it is god practice for breeders to register stock before the point of
sale.

Upon collection, we would recommend that you check the animal has two ear tags in place, this is a
legal requirement, and that the ear tags correspond with the animal’s registration certificate.

Further information can be found on the society website.

https://ouessantsheep.org.uk/
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