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Ouessant Sheep Society  
Constitution Appendix 3 - Registration Regulations 
Flock Book 
 

1. The Society maintains the Flock Book as a record of all birth notified (BN) and OSS registered 
sheep: however, each owner should keep accurate records of all Ouessant sheep owned by him/her 
to enable the breeding of all sheep in the flock book to be known. Stock should be recorded in the 
flock book in the year of birth either as Birth Notified or Registered. 
 

2. The Society will enter into the flock book all Ouessant sheep that are eligible for entry under the Society’s breed 
standard, registration regulations and DEFRA directives, without discrimination on account of the Membership 
status of their owner. 

Flock and sheep naming 
3. Owners may name their flocks and their sheep. If they choose to do so then the following rules 

shall be applied: 

a. An owner’s Flock Name (prefix or suffix) must be registered with the Society. It must 
be unique to the member and may not be transferred (or repeated, should the original 
registration of the Flock Name lapse). 

b. The Flock Name may only be used on sheep born in that flock and may not be 
changed, even if the animal is sold to another breeder. 

c. Individual names may be given to registered sheep, either in combination with a 
Flock Name or without.  Once registered in the flock book a sheep’s individual name 
may not be changed. 

d. If a ram is named, then the combination of Flock Name and individual name must be 
unique. 

e. The total length of a sheep’s name (Flock Name plus individual name) must not 
exceed 40 characters including spaces. 

Registrations. 
4. Applications for registrations are to be made by the owner of the sheep. 

 5.   Owners should notify the birth of all sheep, including those (such as wethers) that will not be   
ooooregistered. No charge shall be made for birth notifications. 

6. Fees shall apply for all registration applications.  
7. Sheep may be registered at any age. However, additional fees may apply if the animal to be 

Registered was not previously birth notified and/or is older than 36 months. 
 

8. To allow the selection of breeding stock, previously birth notified animals may be registered up to the age of 36 
months without any late registration penalty fee. 
Although eligible stock may be registered at any age, the Society does not support the practice of breeding   
juvenile animals in their first season and strongly advises that any potential breeding stock is assessed by the 
breeder to be correct in its conformity to breed standard and is in good health. 

9. All registered sheep will be allocated a number prefixed by OSS and birth notified sheep will be 
allocated a number prefixed by BN  

10. The breeder of a sheep is defined as the owner of the sheep’s dam at the time the sheep was 
born. 

11. The Registrar should be notified, using the online flock book where possible, of: 

a. The sale and/or transfer of ownership of a registered or birth notified sheep. Any 
Registered sheep sold or transferred should be accompanied by its Society issued 
Registration Certificate. 

b. The name, address and email address of a new non-member owner of the transferred 
sheep if consent has been given, or the membership number if members of the society. 

c. The death of any birth notified or registered sheep. 
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d. The castration of any birth notified or registered sheep. 

e. The replacement of any ear tag with a different number.  An updated registration 
certificate will be issued. 

The Main Register   
Sheep are eligible to be registered on the Main register if they fall into one of the following categories: 

 
a. Both parents of the sheep are Registered in the Main Register and can be individually identified.  

 
b. The sheep is the progeny of a sheep in Stage C of the Ewe Grading-Up Annex to the Register and an 

approved ram (See Regulation 13) 
 

c. The sheep is imported and accompanied by Zootechnical certification issued by a DEFRA recognised 
European Ouessant Sheep Society 

The Ewe Grading-up Annex 
12. This is a three-stage register for female sheep only that do not meet the criteria for entry in the Main 

Register. Sheep registered at each stage will be identified by a suffix to their registration number, either A, 
B or C. The criteria for registration in the Annex are: 

a. A ewe to be registered in Stage A must pass inspection as laid down in Regulation 15. 

b. Sheep to be registered in Stage B must be the female progeny of a sheep registered in Stage A and an 
approved ram and must have passed inspection. 

c. Sheep to be registered in Stage C must be the female progeny of a sheep registered in Stage B and an 
approved ram and must have passed inspection. 

 
13. The male and female progeny of a ewe registered in stage C and an approved ram may be eligible for 

registration in the Main Register but must have passed inspection. 

  

The Ram Approval Scheme 
14. The male and female progeny of a ewe registered in stage C and an approved ram may be eligible for 

registration in the Main Register but must have passed inspection. 

a. Owners of registered rams may apply to have them inspected to attain Approved status.  

b. Inspections will be carried out as laid down in Regulation 15 but to a higher standard than simply 
confirming that the sheep is in-standard.  Characteristics described as 'not desirable' in the Breed 
Standard may be allowed and the ram must be within the optimum height range laid down by the 
Society.  The Society may issue further guidance to inspectors as to the requirements of the 
scheme.   

c. Rams that pass inspection will be issued with new pedigree certificates describing them as 
‘Approved Rams’. 

d. All prefix identification in flock book to be reviewed for ease of use. 

Inspections 
15. Where inspection is required before registration, the inspection will be carried out by an independent 

inspector appointed by the Board.  Where possible two such inspectors will be appointed.  The sheep to be 
inspected shall have  

a. Two broad (adult) teeth fully erupted,  

b. At least an inch growth of second fleece, and 

c. All ear tags in place 

Inspection fees apply. 

16. Further confirmation of the adult height of an inspected sheep may be required and should take place not before the 
sheep has reached 3 years of age. 
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