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New Ouessant Owners  

Welcome to the world of Ouessant! Ouessant sheep make very good pets, we have many 
members who have never bred and solely enjoy them as pets. Their small size and friendly 
inquisitive nature mean they can become extremely tame and be kept in relatively small 

areas. This guide contains information to support you as you 
become new Ouessant owners. 

Ouessant Sheep Society Membership 
If you are new to Ouessant sheep then membership of the 
Ouessant Sheep Society is a great place to start, you don’t 
have to be a breeder to join. If you are not planning on breeding 
then associate membership is perfect, it comes with all the 
benefits of full membership less the ability to register stock. 

The society contains a wealth of information, guidance and 
support in the member’s hub and you will have access to a 
network of regional representatives for local help and advice. 

https://ouessantsheep.org.uk/join-the-society/  
 

Legal Requirements 
There are strict rules that govern the keeping of sheep, the law does not differentiate 

between farms of several hundred acres with 2000 sheep or someone keeping three on half 

an acre, the same rules apply to all. You must complete these steps prior to moving any 

stock on to your holding. 
 
CPH Number 
You must obtain a CPH number (County Parish Holding), this will identify your holding 
where you intend on keeping the sheep, and you will need this number every time you 
move stock on or off your premises.  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/apply-for-a-county-parish-holding-cph-number 
 
Flock Mark 
You must register as a sheep keeper; you will then be issued with a flock mark. Your flock 
mark will be unique to you and will be needed if you decide to breed to allow you to order 
ear tags to identify lambs or replacements if tags are lost.  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/register-livestock-to-get-a-flock-or-herd-mark 
 
 
 

https://ouessantsheep.org.uk/join-the-society/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/apply-for-a-county-parish-holding-cph-number
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/register-livestock-to-get-a-flock-or-herd-mark
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DEFRA Inventory 
Once a year, in December you will have to complete an annual Sheep and Goat Inventory 

for DEFRA (Department Environment Food and Rural Affairs, this is an 
official record of your stock held on your holding and is a legal 
requirement.  

 

 

How many Sheep?                                                                                               
Sheep are a flock animal so the absolute minimum you should keep is two, however we 

would strongly suggest keeping at least three in case anything happens to one of them, a 

single sheep on its own will not be a happy sheep. 
 

Ewes or Wethers? 
Both Ewes and Wethers (castrated males) make great pets, wethers can be friendlier than 

ewes and are considerably cheaper. If you are not breeding then older ewes are full of 

character and life. Young ewes on the other hand give you the option of having lambs of 

your own if you have sufficient space. However, it is important to think careful about 

whether you breed as, if you do not have much space, you will need to find homes for any 

lambs. Rams do not make good pets and are not suitable for keeping if you only have a 

small piece of land. Even the friendliest of rams should still be treated with caution. Rams 

are driven by hormones at certain times of year causing them to become stroppy and 

potentially unsafe, especially around children. 

 

Land Required  
As a rule of thumb with good grazing an area of 1/3 acre for three Ouessant should be 

sufficient but ideally ½ acre. 
It should be noted that this is just a rough guide and will vary on location. There are 
different factors which may affect this, including the quality of grazing available.  
You need to be able to rotate grazing areas this allows the land to rest in between periods 
of grazing. Ideally you would split your land into at least three areas. One is fallow, one has 
the sheep on and one the sheep have just left. Sheep should be moved as a minimum 
every 21 days more frequently if possible with land being rested for a minimum of 14 days. 
A number of variables will affect the frequency of rotation including type and quality of the 
soil, the number of sheep, the size and number of grazing paddocks.   
 

Fencing 
It is very important sheep are kept in a secure area to prevent them straying. Ouessant do 
not tend to jump so standard stock netting with one or two stands of wire above, works well 
to a height of approximately 1 meter. 
Electric fencing or hurdles can be used to prevent access to certain areas or subdivide 
grazing; however electric netting must not be used with horned sheep. Electric tape is also 
a concern, it should not be used with lambs, wethers with their horns, can get entangled in 
it and it can come down in the wind and sheep generally can get tangled up in it. 
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Feeding 
Ouessant have evolved to be able survive in a harsh environment, they therefore can get 

by on minimal supplementary feeding. Plenty of grass and good quality hay during the 

winter if grass becomes scarce is their basic diet. A very small handful of sheep mix can be 

offered occasionally which will help to keep them tame. If you have ewes and wethers you 

must ensure the mix is appropriate for both. Too much hard food can be dangerous to 

wethers who are prone to urinary calculi. Older sheep may also need supplementary 

feeding (See Members Guide - Older Sheep) 
A constant supply of fresh water must always be provided. 
 

Housing 
Although extremely hardy, Ouessant need shelter, this can be a simple structure with three 
sides and a roof or a 6x4 shed works well and would be ample for three sheep. Combining 
a shelter with a small area of hardstanding and a few hurdles where they can be enclosed 
makes life much easier when carrying out management tasks 
 

Dangers to sheep  
It is vital to check the area in which the sheep will be kept for any plants that may be of 
danger to them, a poisonous plant list is attached to this guide. Ouessant will have a nibble 
on anything they have access to, so we would recommend avoiding any area in which 
plants are present. 
They will also strip the bark off of any trees they have access to, not only could this be 
dangerous to the sheep it could also kill the tree. 
Steep sided ponds present a risk to sheep, they are inquisitive and should they fall in their 
fleece can become waterlogged causing them to drown. 
It is also popular for people to keep chickens and goats with sheep. Whilst the chickens and 
goats themselves don’t present a danger, their feed does. Sheep will happily gorge 
themselves on chicken feed which can lead to bloat and a swift demise. Goat feed often 
contains copper traces, which is poisonous to sheep. 
Dogs can pose a serious risk to sheep, even the friendliest most obedient dog may have its 
instincts triggered when presented with a group of sheep, especially if they start to run. 
Introductions should be made very carefully and dogs should never be left unattended with 
sheep, no matter how much you trust them. 
 

Husbandry Tasks 
Once a year from around mid-June sheep will need to be sheared, this can either be done 
by hand using a small pair of hand shears, which are available from your local farm supply 
store. Alternatively, there are professional shearers who specialise in small flocks. (See 
Members Guide - Shearing Sheep) 
 
Around twice a year you will need to check their feet to make sure their hooves have not 
become overgrown, Ouessant seldom have foot problems so it is likely only one or two may 
need a light trim with a small pair of foot shears.  
 
Routinely, throughout the year, we would recommend taking a faecal egg count (FEC), this 
involves collecting a small faecal sample from your sheep and sending it away or taking it to 
your vet to have a worm egg count carried out. (See Members Guide - FEC). Your vet can 
advise you on the frequency of testing and recommend a suitable wormer if required.  
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Where you have sheep on smaller plots, in addition to rotating the sheep between 
paddocks, regular poo picking will also help to reduce the worm burden. 
  
In the warmer months sheep can suffer from blow fly attack which leads to flystrike, this is 
absolutely horrible and can be fatal to the sheep if not caught early. Blow fly will lay their 
eggs in damp and dirty wool often around the sheep’s back end or neck, the eggs hatch out 
and the maggots literally eat the sheep alive. Whilst Ouessant are not particularly prone to 
fly strike we do hear of several cases a year, there are several products available to both 
treat and prevent flystrike and we would strongly recommend speaking to your vet for their 
advice on this. (See Members Guide - Fly Strike)  
 

Register with a Farm Vet 
You will need to register with a farm vet as small animal vets won’t treat livestock. Once 
registered, farm vets tend to be good at sending out newsletters as reminders of upcoming 
tasks, vaccinations due and organising short courses or talks on lambing and other 
activities.  
Your vet will also advise on vaccinations such as annual Heptavac- P Plus and Bluetongue 
and organise FEC testing. 

 
Other things to consider 
Ouessant maybe small but they can make themselves heard. Although most people don’t 
mind their call, if you have close neighbours, we would advise speaking to them before 
taking on any sheep. 
Just because you have the space does not necessarily mean you are allowed to keep 
livestock, some properties have restrictive covenants placed on them which prevent the 
owners/occupiers from keeping livestock, we would suggest that you check the title of your 
property. 
 

Further information: 

More information on the breed can be found on the society website: 
https://ouessantsheep.org.uk/ 
If may well be worth attending a beginners sheep keeping course, these are often put on by 
farm vets or agricultural colleges.  
If you have any health concerns regarding your sheep contact your vet. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ouessantsheep.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Fly-Strike-in-Sheep.pdf
https://ouessantsheep.org.uk/
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Poisonous Plant List 

 
Please note that this is not a definitive list, every keeper should carefully check all areas 
that sheep will have access to ensure that any plants present do not present a risk to the 
sheep. Some plants maybe common hedgerow or pasture plants and will vary in the risk 
posed, sheep will also have a natural dislike of some plants and avoid eating them. 
If you are in doubt about the safety of a plant, remove the sheep until you are confident that 
it will be safe. 
There are many plant identification Apps available which may help you to identify plants 
and flowers such as PlantNet: https://identify.plant.net.org/ 
 
If your sheep show any signs of illness then consult your vet. 
 

Poisonous Plants 
 
ARUM LILY   
AZALEAS (DECIDUOUS AND EVERGREEN) 
BLACK LOCUST     
BRACKEN 
COCKLEBUR 
CREEPING BUTTERCUP  
CHRYSANTHEMUM 
DAHLIA 
DEADLY NIGHTSHADE  
ELDERBERRY 
FOXGLOVE 
HEMLOCK 
LARKSPUR  
LESSER CELANDINE 
MARSH MARIGOLD 
MONKSHOOD 
HENBANE 
HONEYSUCKLE 
*IVY all sheep tend to eat this in small quantities in winter 
LABURNUM 
*OAK both leaves and acorns (Caution advised as sheep will eat them in small amounts) 
PERIS 
RAGWORT 
RHODODENDRON 
RHUBARD  
WOOD ANEMONE 
WOODY NIGHTSHADE 
YEW 

https://identify.plant.net.org/

