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Welcome to the first OSS bulletin sharing news, useful information, and highlighting 

developments and events within the Society. 

In this edition, we are delighted to share some very positive news 

that was shared at the recent meeting of European Ouessant societies, back in November 

2025.  

After several years of dedicated work establishing their flock book, the French Ouessant 

Sheep Society, GROUPEMENT DES ÉLEVEURS DE MOUTONS D'OUESSANT (GEMO), 

has now, as of 18/02/2025, achieved recognised breed society status for Ouessant sheep in 

France. This is an important milestone not only for GEMO, but for Ouessant breeders across Europe. 

The OS-ROB association (Organisme de Sélection des Races Ovines Bretonnes – Breed Selection 
Organization for Breton Sheep Breeds) was established through the collaboration of two breeders’ 
associations: 

 GEMO 
 Denved Ar Vro – Sheep of the Lands of Brittany 

Together, these two associations represent the three traditional Breton sheep breeds: Ouessant, Belle-Île, and 
Landes de Bretagne. 

The creation of OS-ROB aimed to establish an official breed selection body responsible for maintaining herd 
books (Flock books) and coordinating conservation and genetic improvement programmes for these heritage 
breeds. 

France has now joined the UK, the Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland, Belgium, Czech Republic, Slovakia, 

Slovenia and Italy to be able to trade under zootechnical terms and is able to issue zootechnical certificates, 

meaning that registered ewes and rams can be imported from France and entered into the main register of the 

OSS flock book. 

We are currently liaising with DEFRA to have the list of recognised non- UK breed societies updated. 

This recognition cannot be applied retrospectively to French stock already within the UK; however, we hope it 

will open the door to future importations. 

While importing livestock from Europe remains a lengthy and sometimes complicated process, this 

development represents a significant step forward. Subject to current regulations and restrictions, registered 

Ouessant sheep from their country of origin may now help strengthen and diversify the UK gene pool. 

What does zootechnical mean? 

The zootechnical regime is a system that supports the trade of pedigree breeding animals and germinal 

products under favorable conditions. To trade under zootechnical rules, an organisation must be an officially 

recognised breed society or breeding operation running an approved breeding program. These organisations 

must follow agreed zootechnical standards and regulations. As a result, animals and germinal products 

registered by recognised breed societies or breeding operations in one country are accepted and treated 

equally in other countries, making trade easier and more consistent. 
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So, are there currently any French animals in the flock book?  

Yes. 

Prior to the OSS gaining DEFRA-recognised breed society status in October 2021, an amnesty operated 

between 2012 and 2018 which allowed a number of unregistered animals to enter the flock book (around 100), 

which included a small number of animals of French origin. This helped broaden the genetic diversity of the 

national flock at an important stage in the Society’s development.  

There were also two champion French rams admitted into the main register, this was permitted as they were 

accompanied by certificates of conformity from GEMO.  

With DEFRA recognition came zootechnical regulations, which the OSS must follow. Although these 

regulations prevented unregistered animals, including those from France, from entering the main register, they 

did allow for the introduction of a grading-up process. 

EWE GRADING UP ANNEX 

For several years now, the OSS has operated a ewe grading-up annex. A three-stage process (A to C) allows 

animals of unknown history (this would also include those of French origin) to be graded up over three 

generations. The process applies only to ewes; however, once ewes reach Section C, their progeny of either 

sex may enter the main register. 

Animals within the annex are registered to the annex only and are not considered fully registered in their own 

right. Entry begins at Section A following inspection to ensure animals meet the breed standard. To date 

participation numbers remain very small.  

Section A -12 sheep (the most recent entry recorded in November 2022) 
Section B -19 sheep  
Section C - 6 sheep (Only two offspring from Section C ewes have progressed into the main register). 

 

The grading-up process is intentionally gradual and does not provide a route for introducing new genetics, as 

any outside influence is progressively bred out over successive generations. Entry to Section A is currently 

paused while the Society works towards introducing a remote evaluation process. However, members with 

animals already entered can continue progressing through Sections B and C as normal. 

The OSS remains committed to supporting the preservation of Ouessant sheep, and we look forward to 
hopefully welcoming the introduction of newly registered French bloodlines, or indeed bloodlines from any 
other country able to trade on zootechnical terms should any be imported in the future, and look forward to 
incorporating them into the flock book in accordance with current regulations. 

There has previously been information on these subjects from different sources, which may have proved 
confusing, so we hope this bulletin provides clear and accurate guidance. 

As always, anyone with questions or concerns is encouraged to contact the Society directly — we are always 
happy to help. 

 


