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0SS Selling / Rehoming Guide

Looking to sell your sheep or maybe just re-home them? Where and when do you advertise?
Who will take them? How do you ensure they go to good homes?

As sellers you have a responsibility to provide correct and accurate information regarding your
sheep for sale and to ensure the sheep go to buyers who have the time, space and knowledge
to look after them.

This guide provides advice to sellers and re-homers, whether you are dispersing your flock or a
breeder moving on your sheep or selling for any other reason.

Advertising

However, you decide to advertise your sheep you must ensure that you only describe as
‘Pedigree Ouessants’ those sheep that are registered or birth-notified in the Society Flock Book.
Registered or birth notified sheep can also be marked for sale in the flock book.

If the sheep for sale is neither registered nor birth-notified, you should explain the reasons for
non-registration to the buyer and do not suggest to the buyer that the sheep could be
‘registered later’.

When selling stock that is in the Ewe Grading-up Annex, sellers should also make buyers aware
of this and that it means that the ewes do not meet the criteria for entry in the Main Register.

There are three main platforms for selling:

0SS Marketplace

The OSS recommends that you sell registered and birth notified sheep on Marketplace
on the Ouessant Society website. You must be a member of the Society to advertise
registered stock for sale. The adverts are visible to all visitors to the site but may only be
placed by members of the Society. You should include photos and OSS registration
numbers for each of the sheep.

The rules for advertising can be found on the website
https://ouessantsheep.org.uk/classifieds/

Regional Representatives

The Society has a number of Regional Representatives who can help with the selling of
stock in their area. They are often contacted by both buyers and sellers. Their contact
details are available on the OSS website
https://ouessantsheep.org.uk/regional-representatives

Facebook

Facebook prohibits the selling of animals, however prospective buyers often post that
they are looking for sheep on the two society Facebook groups, Ouessant Sheep Society
Members and The Ouessant Sheep Society Open Group.

Equally sellers looking to rehome or give away stock may also post on the Facebook
groups
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When to sell?

Depending upon the reason for selling, the timing may be out of your control. Buyers are often
looking all year round for sheep but the peak selling time is likely to be after lambing. Where
lambs are for sale, they should be fully weaned. The OSS recommends that lambs should be an
absolute minimum of 12 weeks old before being separated from their dams if they are to be
sold. Ideally around 16 weeks would be considered best practice both for the welfare of the
ewe and her lambs.

Single lambs should not be sold unless to join an established flock. Sheep are flock animals and
need to be with other sheep.

Ram lambs if not being sold as rams should be castrated before being sold as wethers.

In times of emergency or hardship, the rescue and rehoming coordinator can be contacted for
help rehomingcoordinator@ouessantsheep.org.uk

Who are the buyers?

Whether you are selling your sheep as part of a flock dispersal or just because you have too
many or as breeding stock, the welfare of the sheep is of primary importance. As a seller you
have an obligation to ensure, as far as is possible, that your sheep will be placed in a suitable
environment with all welfare needs catered for. You should, where appropriate, advise the
intended purchaser of the welfare requirements of Quessant sheep, to avoid selling sheep
which might be kept alone, or kept in unsuitable conditions or on inadequate grazing.

Do not be afraid to check out your buyer by asking questions but without causing offence. A
buyer who has the welfare of the sheep at heart should not really take offence at being asked
lots of questions. Hopefully they will be comforted by the fact that if you are asking lots of
guestions it demonstrates that you have clearly looked after your sheep. Therefore, any stock
bought from yourself will be healthy and well cared for. Most buyers will be absolutely fine
with questions and will similarly have the welfare of the sheep as paramount.

Remind the buyer that there is a standstill period of 6 days to protect against the spread of
disease, in which sheep recently bought in cannot be re-sold. Also recommend that the buyer
employs strict biosecurity measures with a quarantine period when bringing in new stock

The OSS has a Buyers’ Guide which can also be usefully provided for your purchaser
Buyers-Guide-2025-Edit.pdf

It is important to understand what type of buyer wishes to purchase your sheep. You may be
able to visit the location but this is not always practical. If you are unable to visit the new home
you could ask for a live video walk around. It is important that you feel happy about the sale of
your sheep. Check any websites and social media pages belonging to your buyer.
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Broadly the types of buyers are as follows

First time sheep owners

Spend time talking to and ask some questions:

Have they got enough land?

Have they got a CPH number?

Have they got a local farm vet?

What do they know about the breed, have they done any research?

What do they want the sheep for?

Are they members of the Society or thinking about joining?

If your buyer has little or no previous experience of sheep, then the OSS guide to keeping
sheep on a small scale provides lots of information for first time owners. The link is on the
website New-Ouessant-Owners.pdf

Breeders

If your buyer wishes to breed, they will, hopefully, already be members of the Society and
want to consult the flock book to check the pedigree and provenance of the sheep. If they
don’t then that should ring alarm bells. Check their website, Facebook page and social
media for information. If necessary, talk to your Regional Representative.

As a seller you must declare any known faults in breeding ability, conformation,
temperament and ancestry to the buyer. You must not knowingly sell line bred, or inbred,
stock or related male/female pairs without declaring them as such.

Pet Owners/Small holders

As with first time buyers, spend time talking and getting to know the prospective purchaser.
What do they want the sheep for, maybe as lawnmowers, fleece providers or therapy pets?
In which case older ewes who are no longer breeding or wethers (castrated males) are
generally easy going, unaffected by hormone driven behaviour and make perfect pets.

Petting Farms or other commercial use
Most establishments are run well and have the welfare of the animals at the centre of what
they do. However, some of these do fall below the standard.

There are disreputable buyers who may be obtaining your sheep for purely commercial
purposes and not putting the welfare of the sheep first. Warning signs are adverts or posts
on Facebook asking for a single or a bottle-fed lamb. Lambs will be an attraction until they
grow up and then sadly, they will be replaced by other lambs.

Ouessants are small and friendly and because of their size they do lend themselves to
petting farms or petting zoos. How do you check whether this one is OK?

° Ask to see a copy of the licence. A petting zoo must always be licenced and
regularly inspected by Secretary of State appointed vets and inspectors. A
“petting farm” without exotics or birds of prey will be licensed under the Local
Authority with an “Exhibition” licence. The licence number should be on any
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website and all Local Authorities hold a list on their website of all licensed
operators.

e Take the time to either make a visit to the premises and ask to see the Standard
Operating Procedures which should set out exactly what the animals will be
participating in. This can range from simply being observed in their enclosure to
being bottle fed or even taking part in “grand nationals” or other
races/activities.

e Some animals are taken to shows, schools, care homes etc and some stay on
site. Make sure you are happy with the kind of life your animals will be living.

e If, on visiting, you are unhappy with what you see, in addition to not selling your
sheep to the establishment, you can make written representation to the
relevant Local Authority.

The Sale

Ensure the sheep are in good health, with all routine husbandry completed, and provide the
purchaser with proper records of the sheep’s medical history and last worming and vaccination
dates.

Agree a price. As a rough guide for breed standard registered stock £250-£400 for ewe lambs,
shearling ewes and proven breeding ewes, £80-£100 for wether lambs (prices for surgically
castrated rams could be more expensive) and around £150 -£180 for ram lambs. The prices
guoted are only a guide and may vary depending upon availability, location and pedigree
among other factors.

Sheep should be fully tagged before being moved and lambs should be fully tagged before
leaving the holding of birth.

Provide a printed copy of the OSS Registration Certificate to accompany every sale of a
registered sheep. Provide the OSS number of the sire when selling an ewe in lamb.

Offer after-sales help and advice whenever needed by the purchaser.

Notify as soon as possible the transfer of the sheep, and the details of the purchaser, in the OSS
online flock book or to the Registrar via email.

Transport and Movement of Sheep

Check that there are no current restrictions in place prohibiting the movement of sheep, for
example, blue tongue restrictions.

There are separate regulations covering the transport of animals for journey lengths of over
65km and up to 8 hours and for over 8 hours. These can be found on the GOV.UK website
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Transporting animals in Great Britain - GOV.UK

For short distances and in the absence of a sheep trailer, Ouessants travel very well in a
suitable sized dog crate.

Pregnant ewes should not be transported if they have reached the latest stage of gestation
(within 10% of the estimated time of the gestation before birth) and for a period of one week
after giving birth

Complete the DEFRA Movement form to allow the transfer of sheep from one establishment to
the next and ensure that the purchaser signs as appropriate. The form can be downloaded
from the Livestock Information website. The movement form may look different depending on
where you are in UK.

LIS-1-Sheep-and-Goat-movement-form-11.23-interactive.pdf

Sales Code of Conduct
The Society has a code of conduct which members must abide by regarding the sale of sheep
and this can be found in the OSS Rules-and-Regulations-Annex-B-update-2024.pdf
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